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COLLOONEY
CASTLEBALDWIN

Driving regional growth
in Sligo and the North West

The new N4 Collooney to Castlebaldwin Roads Project opened
to traffic in August 2021. This is the main national road link
between Dublin and Sligo and completes a 27km stretch

of dual carriageway into Sligo.

This important new road will make Sligo and the North West
even more attractive for jobs and tourism, as well as safer
for local communities.

Sligo is a designated Regional Growth Centre in the
Government's Project Ireland 2040 National Planning
Framework (NPF). Connectivity is a key element of
achieving growth and by improving accessibility

to the North West Region, this road supports

a key NPF objective of balanced regional
development.
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COLLOONEY TO
CASTLEBALDWIN

ROADS PROJECT

With easily accessible transport
links by road, rail, air and sea, highly
skilled talent and an appealing work-
life balance, Sligo is an attractive
proposition for companies looking
to relocate or expand. This growing
regional centre is actively building
hubs and clusters in a number of
industries, including technology, life
sciences and engineering.

“The presence of strong employment sectors such
as Pharma and Engineering, Higher Education
Institutes (HEIs), cultural institutions and health
services indicate latent capacity for Sligo to enhance
its regional role. This can be achieved through
building critical mass of population and further
employment, in tandem with enhanced accessibility
and quality of life.” - National Planning Framework




Sligo is growing

Sligo based US tech firm,
Overstock ©Western Development
Commission ©Suzy McCanny

Enjoying Sligo’s
beaches; Internal
chamber at Carrowkeel
passage tombs; and
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PROJECT HISTORY

2019 - Construction
commenced.

2015-2018 - With planning permission secured, Sligo County Council
progressed advance works such as fencing, archaeological investigation,
house demolition, diversion of overhead power cables etc. This allowed a clear
site for the main contractor. The scheme involved the acquisition of almost
200 hectares of land and 135 landowners.

2014 - Planning
permission secured for
the scheme.

2009 - Real momentum was built up for
the scheme again following the formation
of the N4 Action Group. This group of
local people was very active in highlighting
the dangerous nature of the existing N4,
including erecting 30 white crosses along
the route, representing each fatality.

2021 - N4 Collooney to
Castlebaldwin Roads
Project opened to traffic
in August 2021.

2019 - Following
procurement, the contractor
Roadbridge was awarded the
contract, in February 2019,
with a two-and-a-half year
construction schedule.

2012-2014 - The scheme was
designed and brought through
the planning process by Sligo
County Council's National Road
Design Section, fully supported by
Transport Infrastructure Ireland.

1990 - Planning for
the N4 Collooney to
Castlebaldwin Roads
Project began more
than 20 years ago.

2000 - An initial route was selected in the
early noughties, but the scheme was then
suspended due to the international financial
crisis and pressure on the Irish economy.
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Exploring nature in Sligo’s forests; and.
walking in history alongside megalithic

> tombs ©Sligo Tourism E

N4/N17
Roundabout

Toberbride (East)
Junction

Sligo for life

People move to Sligo for study or

work, and they stay here to livel Against

a backdrop of the Wild Atlantic Way, ¢
Sligo offers an excellent quality of life for

people of all ages — students, families, young
professionals and the golden years.

A wide selection of natural amenities are a short
distance from the Urban Centre including mountains,
beaches, forests, lakes, rivers and walking trails.

Sligo’'s urban core is enhanced by the River Garvogue
flowing through the centre, with mainly pedestrian
walkways alongside. The vibrancy of the urban centre
is continually being improved and received a recent
boost with almost €50 million Urban Regeneration
Development Funding for Public Realm
enhancements and the development of

a new cultural centre.

Doorly
Junction

Cloonamahan

Further regeneration projects are planned Junction

for Sligo on publicly owned strategic lands.
Sligo County Council is looking forward
to enhancing existing partnerships, and
developing new ones, at local, national
and international level, to bring these
ambitious projects to fruition.

“Key planning and development and placemaking policy priorities
for the Northern and Western Region outlined in the NPF include:
Enhancing the city-region type functions performed by Sligo in
line with its statutory development plan; activating the potential

for further rejuvenation and renewal of its core; and further
enhancing its connectivity in a national and regional context to
ensure wider accessibility of relevant services and amenities.” -
National Planning Framework
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N4 Collooney to Castlebaldwin Roads Project <

Tawnagh
Underbridge

Drumfin/Cloonlurg
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Carrownagark Castlebaldwin

Underbridge Junction

Drumfin .
Overbridge North Kingsbrook
Underpass

N4 Ardloy
Underpass
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Better road connection for Sligo and the
North West delivers national objectives

- | - Clir Paul Taylor, ' : An Taoiseach,
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Cormac O’Rourke, G Martin Lydon, “Sligo serves a large hinterland
Chairman, Transport Chief Executive, Sligo that extends beyond County
Infrastructure Ireland (TII) ,.' 4 County Council Sligo into surrounding counties,
A to include parts of Donegal,
Leitrim, Mayo and Roscommon,
supported in particular by
nearby county towns. Sligo’s

significance as a centre of
employment and services is
much greater than its scale in
terms of population.” - National
Planning Framework
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Automation make solutions
ed-tech and pharma sectors
stern Development Commission

The Building
Block co-working
space, Sligo
©Donal Hackett
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Project Benefits

Strategic Benefit

This Project is delivering on a core priority
in Project Ireland 2040 National Planning
Framework which is “to enhance and upgrade
accessibility between urban centres of
population and their regions, in parallel with
the initiation of compact growth of urban
centres”. The project promotes efficient and
effective national transport links between
the Greater Dublin Area and the North-West,
allowing reserve capacity for future demand
and economic expansion.

Drive regional growth

This enhanced high-quality transport corridor
will result in shorter and more reliable journey
times. This will support existing investment
and employment in Sligo and the North

West. It will also position Sligo and the

region as being more attractive for economic
development including future investment,

job creation and tourism.

Safer communities

This modern new road replaces a section of
national primary road that, tragically, saw 30
fatalities over the past 30 years. The new road
will significantly improve safety.

Enable more cycling and walking

This road supports the National Active Travel
Policy of encouraging and enabling people to
choose more sustainable transport options,
such as cycling and walking by the provision
of over 3km of greenway. It also opens

the opportunity to explore the feasibility of
providing a dedicated cycling/walking route
along the full length of the old N4 which will
become a local road with very low levels of
traffic.

Reduce pollution

By reducing traffic delays the new road will
provide environmental benefits too. Reduced
vehicle emissions will contribute to improved
air quality and water quality.

Facilitate public transport

The new road will improve the public transport
road link between Dublin and Sligo for people
accessing work, education, healthcare,
culture, sports and tourism.

+

|
LT
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Siigo County Counci Sligo. IM (F | s e RY  Roadbridge ~ BYRNELOOBY

Combhairle Chontae Shligigh




